












INTERDISCIPLINARY 

INSIGHTS INTO SCARCITY 

This publication is a continuation of a recent interdisciplinary peer-reviewed study on scarcity, The 

Phenomenon of Scarcity: Being, Man and Society (2016).* A team of 20 scholars analysed scarcity as 

a universal concept, with a view to stepping over the borders of conventional and purely economic 

understanding. 

Scarcity, lack, and deficiency all state the fact that tangible and intangible things in this world, like 

human beings themselves, are limited and finite. Our interdisciplinary research revealed that 

scarcity is: 

ontological, one of the elements of being, along with form and matter (philosophy); 

• a precondition for freedom and a sign of blessing (theology);

• an evil caused by the imperfection of nature or man which may take the form of a natural 

or moral lack (philosophy, theology);

• poverty, the lack of tangible resources (anthropology);

• a state of non-satisfaction of biological and social needs (psychology);

• a tension between natural needs and socially constructed wants (sociology);

• the lack of specific resources (economics). 

For methodological clarity, it is important to note that scarcity in this handbook is used as a general 
term for all of the above aspects which we experience in our everyday life as privation, deficiency, 
lack, limitation, or imperfection. It also refers to human frailty and fallibility: people are limited by 
their body, life span, abilities, spirit, and knowledge, while their wants are limitless. Scarcity is 
intrinsic to us. 

The study revived the primordial purpose of scarcity and its relation with other ontological 
elements (matter and form) identified by ancient Greek philosophers and made it relevant to the 
present. Scarcity is found everywhere; it permeates every becoming and every change. 

* The Phenomenon of Scarcity: Being, Man and Society, edited by Leontjeva, E., Vaine, A., Vysniauskaite, M, 2016.

See also, Leontjeva, E., Vysniauskaite, M, A Synthesis of an Interdisciplinary Inquiry into Scarcity: Research Approaches and
Perspectives. Available at https.//en.l/ri./t/wp-content/uploads/2075/06/synthesisEN.pdt 2076.
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